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(Cnpyrlghted , 1993:; , by Joel Chnndlcr Harrle )
"I hope that Isn't the end of the story ,"

remarked lIuster John ,, replled Mr . Rabbit , "we can lIther
end It ort here , or we can carry It on for
works and weeks , "

"Speale for yourself. " said: Mrs Meadows ,

"or , If you want to , you can tell the rest
of the story yourself. No doubt you can
tell It a great deal better than I can. "

"Now )'ou'lhave to excuse me , " remarked
Mr. Itabblt. " 1 thought maybe you were
getting tired and wetted to rest. Go on with
the tale. I'ni gelling old and trembly In the
limbs , but I can stand It IIf the rest can"

"Welt , " said Mrs. Meadows , turnIng to
fluster! John anti Sweetest Susan , "the chil-

dren
.

were very much worried over the loss
of the coal .black sheep and the snow-white
goat , amt they made up their minds to try
and get them bllck. The boy said he would
go and ask Uncle Rain's advice , ntul' the girl
sail she would visit Brother IJrouth once
more. So they started! on their journey , one
goIng east and the other going south

"They met with no adventure , by the way ,

and , havIng traveled the road once , they were
not long In corning to the end of their jour-
ney

-
. The boy found, Uncle Itaiu at home and

told him all about the loss of Ida beautiful
black ! sheep , Uncle Rain grunted nt the
news , and looked very solemn

" 'That's about the way I thought It would,
he , ' said ho 'Iltakes a mighty strong-mlndcd
person to stand prosperity. Rut you needn't
he afraid , Your sheep Is not lost. The men
who have stolen hint can stand great pros-
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perity better than your can They
will wrangle among themselves and they will
never take the sheep away from the tavern.
But they shall be punished Come with me.

"Undo rain went out Into his barnyard
and trio boy followed him. lie went to
stall where black cow was lied 'This said
he 'Is the hutting cow You are to take her
with you. She will allow no one to come
near her hut you and when yon give her the
word she will run over and knock down who-
ever and whatever In sight. She knows
the black sheep too , for they have long been
In the barn together. When she begins
low the blllck sheep will bleat and that
WILY you may know when you have found lt.
More than that the cow will give you the
most beautiful golden butter that ever wad
Been 1

"Uncle Rain untied the cow placed the
end of the rope In the hoy's hand and bade
him good The boy went back the way

j ho came the cow followIng closely and scent-
ing bo eager to go with him

"Tho gIrl who hllll taken the road to
Brother Urouth's house arrived there safely
and told her trouble. Brother Drouth said
ho was very sorry' about but was
not thing to weep over ho propose
to shed any tears

'What's done , ho said 'can't be undone
but I'll see that It's not done over again lie
went corner of the room picked up
walklng.sllck and gave the little girl
'We have here lie said walking stick-
.It called the hitting-stick Whenever you
are In danger , whenever you want
punish your enemies you have only to say
tilt stick Slick hill and neither one man
nor hundred can stand up against It. It
Is not too heavy for you to carry but your
hands grow tired of carrying just say
Jump stick and the stick Jump along
before you by your side just you
please.

Brother Drouth bade the gIrl good-

c by anti she went her way sometimes
carrying the hitting slick and sometimes
making jump along the road before her.

"Now , then while nil this was going
the greedy merchants found themselves In
fix When they first got hold of the coal.black
sheep and the snow-white goat they thought
that they had had good deal of trouble for
nothing. nut merchants-especlally the mer-
chants of those days when there was not
much trade there nowhad'ery sharp
eyes ant was not long before they found
the strings under the horns of the sheep and
the goat. laving found the treasure they
remembered that the man had more
money In two days than the horns of the
animals would hold and this led them
discover that the horns wore. always full of
treasure

"For little while they were very happy
and congratulated one another many times
over. nut In the midst of their enjoyment
the thought came to them that there must
be division of this treasure The moment
the subject was broached the wrangle began
chants and the great question was how
There were more than dozen of these mer-
divide the treasure that each might have
an equal share. Though they took millions
from the horns of the black sheep and the
white goat yet whoever hall the animals
would still have the most.

"It was mighty serious question
argued they reasoned they disputed and
they wrangled and once twice they came
near having pitched battle. nut finally
after many days , was decided that one

Iii party of merchants should have the black
sheep and that another party should have

. time white goat This didn't satiety all of
them but was the best that could be done
and they separated , the party with the
while goat going south and the party with
the black sheep going east

"Now very curious thing happenel. It-

i either party had kept on traveling would
have met the boy the glrl-one with the
butting cow and the other with the hitting
6t1ck. both parties were dissatisfied , and
they had gone but little way before they
stopped and after some talk , determined to
go back. The merchants with the white goat
determined to follow on after the merchants

i' that had the back sheep secure the anl-

1a
mat by moon. toul. The merchants
with the black sheep determined to follow
the merchants with the white goat and buy

- 1 ._ .... "" " ' .... ........ ........... ..

the animal or seize him So each party turned
back

"The merchants with the white goat
reached the tavern Orst. But they bad hardly
refreshed themselves when the tavern( keeper
came running In and told them that the other
merchants were corning.

'Then take our white goat and hide In
your stable , they say .

"Tho landlord did ho was bid and then
meeting nlo merchants with the black sheep ,

ho told them that their companions of the
morning had also returned

'Then take our black sheep and hide In
your stable , they said. This the landlord
quickly did , returned to the tavern In
time to hear the merchants greet each other

'What are yon dolllg here ' asked the
black sheep merchants

'We have our white goat they re-
plied

.
, 'and have come here to hunt lt. Why

have you returned
'Wo have come on the same errand

said the others , 'we have lost our black
sheep , and have returned to find It. '

"Now the tavern: keeper was not very
emart man: , hut ho had no lack of shrewdness
and cunning lie had heard the merchants
wrangling and quarreling over the black
sheep and the white goat and now he saw
them coming back , pretending to be hunting
for both the animals , though neither one
was lost lie had sense enough to see that
there must be something very valuable about
the black sheep and the white goat and
while the merchants were taking their re-
freshll1m1tI' each party eyeIng the ether with
suspicion , the tavern keeper slipped out Into
his stable anti carried the black sheep and
the shire goat to outhouse out of sight
and htering of the hotel

"As for the merchants they were In

J llckle Neither party wanted to go away

.
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and leave the other at the tavern , so they
waited and wallell-th'e black sheep party
waiting for the white goat party to go , and
the white goat party waiting for the black
sheep party to go

" When do you leaver says one
" 'As soon as we find our sheep When

do you leave ? ' says the other
" 'Quito as soon. '

"Thero was not much satisfaction for either
party In this for either side. Finally one
of the merchants called the tavern keeper
aside and asked him where ho had put the
black sheep

" 'In my stable your honor , ' replied the
maim .

Then another merchant called the tavern
keel ) r aside and asked him where he hall
put the white goat

" 'In my stable , your honor , ' he replied
"Now , ns each of these merchants went

out to see that his precious animal was sale ,

It was perfectly natural that they should see
each other slipping about In the yard and
that they should meet face to face In the
stablo. Both made the excuse that they
thought they might find their lost animals
at that point and both were terribly worked!

up when they saw that time stable was empty.
Each went hack and told his companions , and
pretty soon there was the biggest uproar In
that house that the tavern keeper had ever.heard

"noth parties went running to the stable ,

falling over each other on time way , but the
black t'leep and the white goat were gone
Then the merchants went running back to
time tavern and began yelling at the tavern
keeper. Instead of making any answer that
cunning chap put his fingers In his ears and
politely asked the merchants If they wanted
to jar the root oft the house. They danced
around ldm , yelling and snaking their lists
at him , but ho kept his fingers In hIs ears

" 1 lnally they caught hold of the man anti
begun to pull and haul him around nt a great
rate. In this way they compelled him to
take his fingers out of his ears , but ho could
hear little better for the whole crowd was
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"JUMP STICKS. "

dancing around and squalling like a lot of
crazy people at a picnic All the tavern
keeper could hear was ;

" 'Where's our- ' 'You'vo got our- '
'Sheepl'! 'Ooali'

"Thero was moro noise than sense to this
rlpplt. There was so much noise that It
aroused the whole neighborhood and the
people of the village came running In to see
what the trouble wn.s. Among them was the
mayor , and tie succeeded !In quieting the rum.
pus not . because ho was mayor , but because
he had a louder voice than any of them

"When everything was Quiet the mayor
asked the merchants why they were acting
Ilke crazy people .

" 'Boclluso this man has robbed us , ' they
cried , pointing to the tavern keeper

" 'Of what has he robbed you ? ' asked the
mayor .

" 'Of a black sheep and a while goat[ they
replied ' ' . "

'Your honor , ' said the tavern keeper ,
when the mayor had turned to him , 'You haye
known mo aR' my life. and have never heard

.
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-TAI lJILJE5- ,

'resuli from a combinational common Iiense'ana science , Uott6tS ctCrylvhCte'ilse f ,
thubarb and soda in treating digestive troubles-and most physical troubles arc (hull

' digestive Each physician modifies the mixture more or Icss . but. the main
. ingred ,

,
,

. I cnts arc always the same , l Grandmother didn't know zn ) thing" about tfi4dicinc, but she
I

knew that "pie plant was "healthy' } and that soda seuled the *tgmc JJpans-
e

;

Tabulcs grew from a. knowledge of these thin . Rhubarb. the base
0

t of their composition. R and S In the name stand (or ttKSl. Cf oriel h ter-
t ' stands tor another ingrfdicnt ; the quantity of a bich js slrud. .Fach Apt, hot gyp' , ipla 4'-
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( magrnan
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a cure ; a medicine and a tonic It.illtxtte itn1 4bitpO, > fro fn the
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actsad most headaches do coq : f : ;ttE
;

t 'U ttj . cansti' da
biliousness , dyspepsia. it i1 pa: yoat body 49 h a , bueililriful ropdititifi .' , that you will sleep restfully anti get up in bii A etch b aana "

." 4
's a clean mouth-full of vigeroo5 vitality for
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Ripens Tabules arc main. of fhabarb , rPcCAc ,
, ,,

Ple-

vomic.'t
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, and soda. Thcrc is 4n srcrei aMnt tQt t) . A h , "doctor'aloutt
these drugs , and' he will tell you [ flat each ay. ;' gccci ir in
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that I was a thief I want to ask these men
a few ques ; Ions. ' Dy this time the two par-
ties of merchants had ranged themselves on
different sides of the room The tavern
keeper turned to one . 'Didn't the men over
there come Into this house and tell you that
they had lost theIr white goat ? '- " 'They certainly did; was the reply

"Then he turned to the white goat party
'DIdn't the men over there tell you that
they hall lost their black sheep and had come
back to hunt It ? '

" They certainly did ; carne the nnswer.
"noth partlea tried to explaIn that they

hall placed their animals In charge of the
tavern keeper , but while they were hem-
.mlng

.
and hawing n queer thing happened.

The boy had come up with his butting cow
and seeing the merchants stilt In the tavern ,

he led her to the door , and told her to do her
whole duty and nothing but her duty

"While the merchants were trying to ex-

plain
.

the cow rushed Into the room with a
bellow , her tall curled over her back , and
went at the men head down and horn points
up Tables and chairs were nothing to the
butting COli' She ran over them and through;
them , and In a little while the room was
cleared of the merchants and some of them
were hurt so' badly that they could scarcely
crawl away.

"The mayor had jumped through a window
and the village people hall scattered la all
dIrections. Dy this time the tavern keeper ,
who had remained unhurt , was laughing to
himself at the fix: the merchants found them-
selves

.
In , for the butting cow was stilt

pursuing them. But he laughed . too soon
The little girl came to the door with her
hitting slick

" 'lilt , stick ! SUck , hit ! ' she cried , and
In an Instant the stick was mauling the
tavern keeper over the head and shoulders
and all about the body

" 'Itelp ! help! shouted the tavern keeper
'Somebody run here ! lIelpl I'll tell you
where they arel I'll show you where they

'arc
" 'Stop , stick , ' said the girl. 'Now show

mEt where my snow-white goat is ;
" 'Yesl'! exclaimed the boy 'Show mo where

my coal. black sheep is . '
" 'Conte ; said the tavern keeper , and ho

went as fast as lie could to the outhouse ,
where he had hid the animals They were
la there , safe and sound . and the children
made haste to carry them home

"So the farmer was once more rich and

prc perous. lIe shunned the tavern and kept
at work , and In this way prosperity brought
happiness and content to all the family.
And by giving freely to the poor they made
others happy , too "

1'111: Ata UP AXDIAI.S.

Some of Them nt'murk"hle for Years
and "ltullt"

Many animals live to n surprising age , re-
taining their vitality so ling

'
, lliat) It Is dUn-

cult for man to count U.lelr. years. Of
all , the oldest , or rather{ ,tlied one attaining
to greatest longevity , Is the 'Gl' henland whale ,

which , If the Inferences'fr .ir i Its growth be
correct , lasts between 3001! !lUll ; 400 years.

The king of beards pfobsbly! prowls his
native heath threescore and ' 'ten yens , for
even In confinement ho Has been known to
live this period A lion 1natll ( as "Pompey"
remained In the Tower otb don over sev-
enty

-
years , and his ago wasp

,
>>nknown when

captured. Another brou *; ' om the river
GambIa , died at the ag6f.J.63.!

' . Leopards ,
hears and tigers! ; live abodt''twentyfive or
thirty years ; the camel , felt! Pand more ; the
rhinoceros and hlppopotam !W from e'aventy
to eighty and the eleptia4m Jertalnly: from
140 to 150. Ajax , the famous warrior cap-
tured nn elephant from''Porus'

, a king of
India , and Inscribed upon b"brass plate the
history of the victory )Atleti this was se-
curely

.
fastened the animal was set at liberty

and It turned up 350 years aUerwardl' . still
having the plate recording the story I

The tortoise lives an astonishing time.
Several specimens of the Indian variety are
to be seen In the Zoological gardens of Lon-
don

.
promenading In their quiet fashion ,

though each Is known to be over 200 years
old Two very antiquated tortoises reside
near York , England , which were brought
from Rochelle soon after the selge In 1628 ,
and were personally acquainted , In all prob-
ability , with Joan of ArC: A document
called the Dlshop's Barn among the archives
ot the Peterborough cathedral , contains some
natonlllhing details of a tortoise which dwelt
In the palace garden over 200 years. The
bishop's predecessor remembered It over sixty
years , and bo was the s venth bishop whore
mitre had been seen by the Venernblo reptllo.-
H

.

shell was perforated And attached to a
chain so that It might rOam the garden with.
out a keeper or straying away Another
tortoise appeared Lambeth palace about
the year 1626, during Archbishop Laud's

.

residence there , but It died In 1753 through
the neglect or the gardener

Some of the birds live to a green old age
nlso. Falcons and ravens themselves cele-
brate

-
their golden weddings as they attain

to a hundred years anti more ; pelicans and
herons live fifty years ; peacocks , twenty ;

hawks , thirty ; geese a hundred ; nightin-
gales over ten ; domestic fowls , ten years ;

and thrushes and other wood and field birds
acquire from eight to nine , while wrens do
not survive three years

The age to whIch a Ewan may live Is dif-
ferently estimated. Bacon said a hundred ,

and Geldsmlth declared three hundred Cer-
tainly , in ' 1672 , a swan lived In Holland , In
the town of Alkmar , wearing a collar dated
1572. and In :Molleson's museum , England ,

there Is a stuffed bird known to fame as the
"old swan of Dun ," which died In 1823 , aged
200 years.

'1',1'0 LI'i"d 1NIGIITS-
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Yonnjt..terH Adorned with An-
cient

-
R'Itles.

'

There are two knights of the ancient and
illustrious Order of the Golden Fleece who
are under 10 years of age One is the 9.
year-old king of Spain , while the other Is the
8-year-old duke of Draganza , the crown prince
of Portugal.-

It
.

seems that the king of Spain Is always
grand master of the eight Spanish orders of
the knighthood , the principal ot which Is
that of the Golden Fleece , Tolson de Ore , as
they call It in Spanish

Two years ago the baby king , with due
pomp and ceremony , presented the decora-
lion of the order to his young cousIn , the
duke ot nraganza. The decoration consists
of the royal arms , In which are Included , be-

sides
.

the arms of CastUo , Leon , Grenada , and
the lilies of the royal house of Bourbon , the
arms of Austria SIcily , Savoy and nrabant.
Surrounding the whole Is a rl1Jresentation of
the golden fleece , with the motto smite feret
quam mamma mlcet. The order Is worn on-

a red and yellow ribbon , the national colors.of Spain.
The Order of the Golden Fleece is one of

the oldest In existence having been founded
In the fifteenth century by Philip the Good ,
duke ot Burgundy , at the city of Bruges , as-
a compliment to that town , no small portion
of whose prosperity arose from its woollen
traile.

Indeed , so prosperous had the city become
by this means , and such was the magnlO-

cenco or the Flemish court , that no European
monarch could equal or approach It.

When the wife of Philip! the Fair of France
visited Bruges she exclaimed , "There are
hundreds hero who have more the air of
queens than myselr. "

Ships of every nation took In and dis-
charged

-
their cargoes at the quays ; the ware-

houses
-

: were filled with bales of wool from
England and with silk from Persia , and the
argosies or Genoa and Venice came laden with
the produce or the east.

In founding an order , therefore In this
city , It seemed that a most suitable name
was the classical one of the Golden Fleece ,

so suggatt vo , leo , t sills tf chlvalrI : valero
deeds.

The Argonnutlc fleet , ns every boy and girl
who has studied mythology knows , was made
up of a hand of heroes commanded( by Jason ,

who sailed In the good ship Argo front
Thessaly to the farthest shore of the Black
Sea In quest of the Golden Fleece , which was
there guarded by a dragoon In a grove sacred-
to :Mars.

Many and great were the dangers en-
countered on the way , and valorous and( bravo
were the deeds of the members of the ex-

pedition
-

before they finally reached the
dragoon and Jason became master of the
fieec .

PIIATTI.R Ol TIP: YOUNGS'I'.itS

Jimmie has been staying In the country all
summer with his grandpa , who allows him
to assist In all this labors of the farm , and1

Jimmie thinks that farm could not bl run
without his valuable assllotance. Ills mother
does not appreciate his achievements In that
line , and would prefer that he kept a little
nearer the head of Ills class One day she
said to him ;

"Jlmmlewily aren't you ns smart as
Wllllo Brown ? ne can real splendidly and
always knows his lossons. "

"Wetl , " replied Jimmie "may bo ho can
read pretty well , but he can't manage a farm
like I can. "

A certain minister In Loulsvlllo , Ky. , Is the
father of a very bright youngster , who has
the bicycle fever. The minister hind occasion
to leave tile city a few days ago on a short
trip and. the first night after his departure
the little fellow was saying his prayers all
usual , and wound up without making any ref.

oronco to his father Ills mother sortly
stroked his curly head and asked1 ; "You are
not through , are you ? " "Why , yes ," answered
thin youngster ; what else must I pray for ?"
"For your papa's safety ," replied the mother.
The youngster sprang from his knees In sur.-
prlso

.
and cried , 1'hy , mamma , I didn't

know papa had 'a safety "

Teachor-You'ro late again this morning
Sammy.

Sammy ((8 years old-Yes'nr) , My ma won't
give mo a bicycle , and It takes halt an hour
to walk

Teacher-Why , Sammy! I live several
blocks farther titan you , mid I got hero In
ten minutes.

Sammy-Yes'm. nut think of my short
legs!

.-"r was sorry , Willie ," said hIs Sunday
school teather , "to see you keep your seat
when the superintendent asked! those who
wanted, to go to heaven to rise Don't you
want to go to heaven ? " "Yes'm. " "Then
why 1I 1n't you rise ? " " 'Cos he didn't have
no right to teal: mo to rise , ma'am , " an-
swered Willie " 1I0 aln't no Angel Gabriel. "

'
"See what I have got ," said Robby , holding

up a shining dime
"Whero did you get that ?" asked hili!

father
"Made It out o' bottles , " saidl Bobby "Theyy :

was a lot of dirty bottles full o' red stuff that
you dpn't ever drink down cellar , and I got
this for ten of 'em "-- a-

"Now , Mr Fisk , " began n St. Louis
lawyer , who conducted the cross-examination ,
"Is It not a fact that you harbor a female
who goes by the name of Airs 1lsk."

"Yes sir. " oJ

" 1)o you not support her ? "
"I do . sir"
" 18 she your legal wife ? " (
"No , sir. " Jurors scowled . ,
"You will admit that , although you havA

never been married to her , she lives with!
)'ou1"

"Yes , sir. " I J
"That Is all. You may step down" ,"
The legal light looked victoriously at the

jury
"Ono moment , Mr. Flak ," said the opposing

lawyer "What relation exists between yoil
and the lady referred to ? " _

"Sho Is my grandmother ; s
Y,! I


